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This Week in Congress

  

September 20, 2010

  

 

  

Dear Friend,

  

 

  

Welcome to “This Week in Congress.” I returned to Washington, D.C. this week after the August
district work period.

  

 

    
    -  Protecting Veterans' Second Amendment Rights   
    -  Working to Protect Kansas Farmers and Businesses   
    -  Supporting Rural Hospitals Across America   
    -  Honoring "Spirit of Service Award" Winner Col. Gary LaGrange   
    -  Remembering Norman Jeter of Hays   
    -  Visiting Veterans Clinic and Medical Facilities in Wyandotte County   
    -  U.S. Support Needed to Ensure Peace in Sudan   
    -  Speaking at Geary County Farm Bureau Meeting   
    -  Touring Midwest Research Institute   
    -  Supporting Good Work at Sunflower House   
    -  Awarding Trophies to Winners of "2010 Kansas State Fair Supreme Drive"   
    -  Lions Club Members Serve Kansas Communities   
    -  In the Office   
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Protecting Veterans’ Second Amendment Rights             

  

 

  

This week, the House Veterans Affairs Committee approved legislation I introduced to protect
the Second Amendment rights of veterans. H.R. 2547, the Veterans Second Amendment
Protection Act will reform the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) process that arbitrarily strips
the Second Amendment rights from veterans who receive assistance managing their financial
affairs. Under current VA practice, veterans and other VA beneficiaries who have a fiduciary
appointed to act on their behalf, are deemed “mentally defective” and are reported to the FBI’s
National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS). Although a veteran may pose no
danger to anyone, being listed in the NICS prevents the veteran from possessing and
purchasing firearms. 

  

 

  

I introduced the Veterans Second Amendment Protection Act to make sure veterans are not
unfairly denied the rights they fought so bravely to defend. It is wrong to take away veterans’
gun rights simply because they cannot manage their finances. My legislation corrects this
problem by requiring a judicial authority to determine that a veteran poses a danger to
themselves or others before the VA may send their names to the NICS. Click here  to read
more about this legislation that was added as an amendment to a veterans benefit measure in
committee.  

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this
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Working to Protect Kansas Farmers and Businesses  

  

 

  

On Tuesday, the U.S. Senate rejected two different proposals to eliminate or reduce the burden
associated with a new tax reporting requirement in President Obama’s health care law. Under
the President’s health care law, beginning in 2012, businesses will be required to file a 1099
report with the IRS every time they make a purchase of more than $600 within a tax year. This
means that farmers and other businesses will have to provide 1099 forms for basic business
expenses such as phone and internet service, feed and fuel, shipping costs and office
supplies. This new reporting requirement will burden businesses with onerous and costly
paperwork requirements, and drive up the cost of doing business.  

  

 

  

In May, I sponsored H.R. 5141, the Small Business Paperwork Mandate Elimination Act, to
eliminate this unprecedented tax reporting burden. On Thursday, I signed a discharge petition to
force the House of Representatives to bring H.R. 5141 to the floor for consideration. For the
discharge petition to be successful, it must have the signatures of 218 representatives. Flooding
businesses with paperwork is not the way to put people back to work during these challenging
times. 

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this
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Supporting Rural Hospitals Across America 

  

 

  

As Co-Chairmen of the House Rural Health Care Coalition, Congressman Earl Pomeroy of
North Dakota, and I, authored a bipartisan letter this week, requesting that the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) re-evaluate its regulation regarding physician
supervision of outpatient therapeutic services. Our letter was signed by 67 Members of the
House, and was delivered to CMS on Friday.  

  

 

  

The new rule would require that a physician be present for certain outpatient therapeutic
services, like blood transfusions, which now can be performed by other qualified medical
professionals pursuant to a physician’s orders. I am concerned that this proposed change could
force rural hospitals across our country to limit services. Many Kansas hospitals will find it very
difficult to meet this supervision requirement and may have to cut services. This regulation does
not make sense for Kansas and I continue to implore CMS to be flexible to the unique
characteristics of rural health care.  Click here   to view a copy of the letter. 

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this

  

 

  

Honoring “Spirit of Service Award” Winner Col. Gary LaGrange 
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On Monday, I spoke at an event to honor retired Army Colonel Gary LaGrange of Manhattan for
receiving the 2010 Spirit of Service Award from the Corporation for National and Community
Service. Col. LaGrange was recognized as the most outstanding participant in the Corporation’s
Senior Corps program for his work in creating “Help us Learn...Give us Hope.” Inspired by a
request from a Big Red One soldier in Baghdad in 2008, Col LaGrange formed this non-profit
organization to collect and send school supplies to U.S. troops serving overseas. Our troops
then distribute the supplies to Iraqi, Afghan and African school children.  

  

 

  

These educational materials are in high demand and are desperately needed in countries like
Afghanistan, where more than 70 percent of the population over age 15 is illiterate. To date,
more than 520,000 pounds of school supplies and 540,000 pounds of books have been
donated. More than 300,000 children have received supplies through the organization. This
effort is not only making a difference in the lives of children, but it also generates goodwill
towards the United States and our mission in these countries.  

  

 

  

I congratulate and commend Col. LaGrange for his service and leadership.  He sets an example
for us all, in demonstrating that one person can make a difference and make our world better.  
Click here
to visit the “Help us Learn...Give us Hope” website to learn how you can help. 
Click here
to learn more about the award.  
Click here
to view a photo from the event. 
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Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this

  

 

  

Remembering Norman Jeter of Hays 

  

 

  

This week, I joined members of the Ellis County Bar and friends and family of Norman Jeter to
celebrate his life. This ceremony was part of a long-standing tradition among Ellis County Bar
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members, who gather together one year after a members passes away to pay tribute to that
individual. Remarks are gathered into a permanent record at the court. 

  

 

  

Norman impacted the lives of countless Kansans during the seven decades he lived in Hays.
His dedication to the legal profession and his knowledge of the law were respected across
Kansas. Throughout his lifetime, Norman worked to improve the quality of life in Hays and
across Kansas. Thanks in part to his vision and hard work, today, Hays is a thriving community
and the commercial hub of Northwest Kansas. 

  

 

  

Norman was an instrumental part of merging St. Anthony’s Hospital and Hadley Regional
Medical Center in 1991 to create what is now the Hays Medical Center. Hays Med created the
“Norman W. Jeter Humanitarian Award” in his honor, which is the highest level of recognition
that an associate of Hays Med can receive. The Award recognizes an individual’s human
kindness and dedication to medical excellence. 

  

 

  

Norman was also dedicated to the education our children receive in Kansas. He served as a
member and Chair of the Kansas Board of Regents. This nine-member board was established
in 1925 and is charged with overseeing the state’s public and higher education system. 

  

 

  

Norman Jeter was not only a man of great achievements, but a man of great character. He led a
truly remarkable life of service to his family and our community, and changed lives for the better
across Kansas. 
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Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this

  

 

  

Visiting Veterans Clinic and Medical Facilities in Wyandotte County 

  

 

  

On Friday, I visited the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Wyandotte Community Based
Outpatient Clinic (CBOC) at the Bethany Medical Building in Kansas City. The Wyandotte VA
CBOC is a medical center that provides a variety of primary care services to veterans. Touring
veterans’ medical facilities across Kansas allows me to see firsthand how our veterans are
being cared for. Thanks to Judy McKee, Director of Leavenworth VA Medical Center for giving
me a tour of the facility. 

  

 

  

In addition to the Wyandotte VA CBOC, Bethany Medical Building houses two other important
health care facilities serving Kansans: Swope Health Wyandotte and Turner House Children’s
Clinic. Swope Health Wyandotte, a part of Swope Health Services, provides primary health
care, outreach and behavioral health services to residents throughout the greater Kansas City
area. Swope Health Services cares for more than 55,000 patients annually through eight
treatment locations. More than 90 percent of these patients live below the poverty level. Thanks
to Jimmy Brown, VP for Corporate Services and Community Affairs, for his hospitality during my
visit. 
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Turner House Children’s Clinic offers health care for children who are uninsured or have
Kansas Medicaid or HealthWave. By the end of 2009, the clinic had provided care to more than
4,000 children during nearly 10,000 visits. Thanks to Roger Lambson, Executive Director and
Alena Leal, Clinic Director, for informing me about the good work done every day at Turner
House for thousands of Kansas children. 

  

 

  

These three facilities make up a significant health care safety net serving many
Kansans. Thanks to Jerry Lunn for coordinating my visit and thanks to the staff at all three
facilities for giving me a tour. Thanks also to Joe Connor, Director of the Public Health
Department for the Unified Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, Kansas, for updating
me on the status of health care services in the area.  

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this

  

 

  

U.S. Support Needed to Ensure Peace in Sudan 

  

 

  

Since visiting Darfur and Southern Sudan in 2007, I have advocated for the victims of conflict in
this war-torn country in Africa. This week, I sponsored legislation that encourages United States
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involvement in the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). The CPA
was signed in 2005 and ended more than 20 years of conflict between the government of
Sudan, based in the north of the country, and groups in the south. The CPA set forth various
conditions for the democratic transformation of Sudan, including a requirement that a
referendum be held in January 2011 in which Southern Sudanese voters will decide whether to
remain part of a united Sudan or to secede and become an independent country. 

  

 

  

Sudan is at a critical point as it approaches the referendum vote in January. American
involvement and support increase the likelihood that the vote will be fair, that peace will be
achieved and that human rights will be respected. Click here  to read more about my visit to
Sudan in 2007. 

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this

  

 

  

Speaking at Geary County Farm Bureau Meeting 

  

 

  

On Tuesday evening, I met with members of the Geary County Farm Bureau during their annual
meeting in Junction City.  I had the privilege of speaking to Farm Bureau members about the
importance of preserving our farming and ranching traditions for future generations of
Kansans.  

  

 10 / 14

http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=767&amp;Itemid=103
http://www.addtoany.com/add_to/facebook?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1864%26Itemid%3D1&amp;type=page&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%209%2F20%2F10&amp;linknote=
http://www.addtoany.com/add_to/twitter?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1864%26Itemid%3D1&amp;type=page&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%209%2F20%2F10&amp;linknote=
http://www.addtoany.com/email?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1864%26Itemid%3D1&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%209%2F20%2F10


Congressman Jerry Moran's Newsletter 9-20-10

 

  

Agriculture plays a critical role in our everyday lives as Kansans, but it also plays a critical role
in the lives of those who are far removed from its practice.  It is vital that elected and appointed
officials in Washington D.C. understand the important role of Kansas farmers and
ranchers. Farm Bureau has been a champion of this effort for many years. 

  

 

  

Among those in attendance were Kansas Senator Roger Reitz, Kansas Representative Barbara
Craft, City Manager Gerry Vernon, County Commissioner Ben Bennett, County Commissioner
and 65th House District Candidate Larry Hicks, 65th House District Candidate Jim Fawcett and
Kansas Farm Bureau 5th District Director Craig Stephenson. Thanks to Geary County Farm
Bureau President Phillip Boller, Vice President Don Carrier and County Coordinator Lisa
Bledsoe for their kindness and hospitality at the event. Click here  to view a photo from the
meeting. 

  

 

  

 11 / 14

http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_zoom&amp;Itemid=67&amp;page=view&amp;catid=55&amp;PageNo=1&amp;key=2&amp;hit=1


Congressman Jerry Moran's Newsletter 9-20-10

     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Touring Midwest Research Institute      On Tuesday, I was in Kansas City to tour the Midwest Research Institute.  Founded in 1944,MRI is an independent, not-for-profit organization that performs research for government andindustry, and is one of the nation’s leading research institutes. I enjoyed learning about theprograms MRI conducts in the areas of national security and defense, life sciences, energy andthe environment, agriculture and food safety and engineering and infrastructure.       MRI is leading many of today’s top scientific initiatives with more than 1,800 staff and customlaboratories covering 360,000 square feet. In addition to operating its own laboratories, MRIoperates laboratories for the U.S. Department of Energy and the U.S. Department ofDefense. MRI has provided the U.S. government with vital services to help protect Americancitizens and soldiers from chemical and biological attack.      Thanks to Michael Helmstetter, President and CEO, and Thomas Sack, Senior Vice Presidentand Director of Technical Operations, for inviting me and hosting the tour.      Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Supporting Good Work at Sunflower House       This week, I attended an event to raise awareness of Sunflower House, a child advocacy centerdedicated to the prevention of child abuse. Founded in 1977, Sunflower House is anon-residential center that serves Johnson and Wyandotte Counties. According to nationalstatistics, 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys will fall victim to abuse before they reach adulthood. Thestaff at Sunflower House works to protect children from physical and sexual abuse througheducation, advocacy and forensic and medical services. Sunflower House relies on thegenerosity of the community it serves, grants, training services and fundraising efforts.      Thanks to Shane Brethowr, a member of the Sunflower House Board, Michelle Herman,President & CEO, and Marguerite Greeno, Development Coordinator, for inviting me andhosting the event. Click here  to learn more about the good work of Sunflower House.      Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Awarding Trophies to Winners of “2010 Kansas State Fair Supreme Drive”      On Saturday, I was back in Hutchinson for the Kansas State Fair. I enjoyed visiting withKansans and stopping by several booths and exhibits throughout the afternoon. During my visit,I also presented the winners of the “2010 Kansas State Fair Supreme Drive,” their hard-earnedtrophies. Eight breeds of cattle were shown in the competition and the champion bull andfemale from each breed competed for the overall bull and female. There were sixteen winningexhibitors in total. Congratulations again to the winners. Thanks to all the ranchers whocompeted in this year’s Supreme Drive and thanks to the Supreme Drive Committee and thesponsors for providing an event to showcase the Kansas cattle industry. Thanks to the staff,volunteers and Kansas Fairgrounds Foundation for making this year’s fair another greatsuccess. Click here  to view photos from my visit.      
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     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Lions Club Members Serve Kansas Communities      More than 8,400 Kansans across our state give back to their communities through theirparticipation in 365 Lions clubs. During the past year, Lions clubs in Kansas estimate that theirmembers contributed some 62,000 hours of volunteer work. These efforts helped at-risk youth,provided Kansans with vision screenings and accomplished other valuable projects in our state.This week, I met the President of Lions Clubs International, Sid Scruggs III, to learn about hisplans for the organization. During his term as President, he wants Lions to focus on servingmilitary families, helping the visually impaired, combating hunger and working to improve theenvironment. Click here  to view a photo from President Scruggs’ visit.      
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     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     In the Office      Matt Splitter of Lyons and Ben Cramer of Healy were in with the National Sorghum Producers todiscuss regulations concerning biofuels, crop insurance and other issues important to sorghumproducers. Matt Foos of Dodge City, Paul Joerger of Overland Park and Ray Shinn ofManhattan were in with the American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers todiscuss the appraisal process and ways to improve the Conservation Stewardship Program.Sarah Hill-Nelson and Henry Nelson of Lawrence were in with Bowersock Mills and PowerCompany, to talk with me about their company’s efforts to expand their hydroelectric plant tobetter serve Lawrence and the surrounding communities.      Members of Growth Energy were in to discuss a new proposal concerning the ethanol taxcredit. In with the group were Gary Harshberger of Dodge City, Ed Condon of Leawood, TomWillis of Liberal, Robert Baker of Lyons, Steve McNinch of Oakley, Denis Miller and Monte Abellof Phillipsburg, Ronald Blaesi of Sharon Springs and Mary Jane Stankiewicz of Topeka.Members of the Kansas Farmers Union came by to discuss dairy price supports, the farm safetynet and recent livestock marketing regulations. In with the group were Lauren DeMott ofWindom, Mary Howell of Frankfort, Velita and Daryl Larson of McPherson, Nick Levendofsky ofRepublic and Donn Teske of Wheaton.      Bryan Tate of Kansas City was in with the Fresh Food Produce Association to discuss labor,child nutrition and food safety legislation. Eric Banks of Salina, the Natural ResourceConservation Service (NRCS) Kansas State Conservationist, stopped by to brief me on theactivities of the Kansas NRCS over the last fiscal year. Terry Holdren of Topeka was in with theKansas Farm Bureau to discuss various environmental regulations and pending legislation thatcould adversely impact Kansas farmers and ranchers.      Members of the Kansas Livestock Association were in to discuss recent livestock marketingregulations issued by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, as well as how current immigrationlaws are affecting its members. In with the group were Jody Wacker of Hugoton, Mark Smith ofSharon Springs, Kendal Grecian of Palco, Todd Allen of Newton, Jeff Sternberger of Ingalls andDee Likes and Matt Teagarden of Topeka.      Bob Finuf and Chad Moore of Kansas City were in with Children’s Mercy Family Health Partnersto visit about implementation of health care reform. Fred Lucky and Chad Austin of Topeka, andMike Ryan of Hillsboro were in with the Kansas Hospital Association to update me on issuesaffecting hospitals in Kansas. Michael Main of Kansas City was in with the American College ofCardiology to discuss improving our health care system. Mary Carol Pomatto of Pittsburg was inwith Pittsburg State University to update me on the latest developments at Pitt State’s Pitt StatePitt StateDepartment of Nursing. Randall O’Donnell, Dallas Polen and Genny Nicholas ofKansas City were in with Children’s Mercy Hospitals and Clinics to visit about health care forKansas children. Kansas State Representative, Gene Suellentrop and his wife Chris of Wichita,also stopped by the office to visit.      Several Kansans stopped by my office this week to receive a tour of the United States Capitol,including Kirk and Loretta Pappan of Abilene, Russell and Sharon Bell of Manhattan, Dennisonand Vivian Johns of Junction City and Elisha Wood of Topeka.      Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Contact Me                  It is an honor to serve you in Washington, D.C. Please let me know how I can be of assistance.To send me an email, click here . You can also click here  to contact me through one of myKansas offices or my Washington, D.C., office.      Very truly yours,      Jerry     
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